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Application Form
PORT Small Grants Round (2026)
Bowel Research UK is proud to support the Pseudo-Obstruction Research Trust (PORT) Small Grants Round. PORT funds research into Chronic Intestinal Pseudo-Obstruction (CIPO), severe dysmotility, gastroparesis, and other rare gastrointestinal neuromuscular disorders. 
Since 2017, Bowel Research UK has partnered with PORT to run a joint grant call. Through this collaboration, Bowel Research UK administers PORT’s grants, allowing researchers to apply using the same process as for Bowel Research UK’s own funding rounds.
	1.0 APPLICATION 

	Grant type applied for
	Small Grant


	Full name of applicant 
	


	Email address of applicant
	


	Role in Project

	

	Project title
	


	Total requested (maximum £60,000)
	


	Project start date
	


	Project duration
	


	Has this research proposal been submitted in a previous PORT grant round?

	☐ Yes ☐ No


	Is this application, or a similar one, currently under review by another funding body?

	☐ Yes ☐ No
 


	Reference number (office use only)
	









	2.0 HOST INSTITUTION  
Note: The Principal Investigator must be based at a UK institution

	Host institution name

	

	Host institution address
	Address line 1:
Address line 2:
Address line 3:
Town/City:
Postcode:






	Applicant’s position at host institution 

	

	Is the lead applicant a PhD student or a prospective PhD student and has the Supervisor and Head of Department been made aware of the application? 
	☐ Yes, the Lead Applicant is a PhD student or prospective PhD student and the Supervisor and Head of Department are aware of the application.

☐ No, the Supervisor and Head of Department are not aware of the application.


	If Yes, please provide:

Name of Supervisor:
Email address:

Name of Head of Department:
Email address:




	3.0 RESEARCH PROPOSAL

	Describe your proposed research in plain language for a non-scientific audience (max 250 words).


	





	4.0	PROPOSED RESEARCH VISION

	Background
(max 500 words)

	

	Project aim  

	



	Research question(s) being addressed 

	

	Importance and originality 

	Explain the need for this research and how it is original.

	Research plan
(max 2,000 words) 
	Describe your research plan using the following headings:
· Study design
· Experimental approaches
· Techniques
· Pilot data, data analysis and feasibility
· Major risks and uncertainties and how these will be addressed

	Milestones with appropriate objectives and timescales 

	


	Key references
	(max 30 references)





	5.0	EXPERTISE AND RESEARCH ENVIRONMENT

	Expertise and track record

	Explain why you and your team are uniquely positioned to succeed with this proposed project.





	Environment

	Explain why your institution is uniquely positioned to succeed with this proposed project.






	6.0	EXPLOITATION, DISSEMINATION AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT


	Exploitation and dissemination

	

	Expected outputs and an outputs management plan


	Describe how you plan to maximise the impact of your research outputs to improve health and benefit the wider bowel research community.


	Working with Bowel Research UK and PORT

	Explain how you will work with Bowel Research UK and PORT to maximise the charity’s profile and work with them to promote the results of this project.




	7.0	PROJECT MANAGEMENT AND LEADERSHIP
 

	Please describe the oversight arrangements for the study. For example, the membership and composition of a Steering Group or Project Management Group, Data Monitoring Board, etc.






	8.0	ETHICS

	[bookmark: _Hlk212460913]Will ethical approval be required for this study?

	☐ Yes ☐ No

	Have you applied to the Ethics Committee?




	☐ Yes ☐ No

If Yes, please include your Ethics application in your submission.

If No, please explain why you have not yet applied to the Ethics Committee.




	9.0	PATIENT AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND OTHER 	COLLABORATIONS


	How have you involved patients, participants, patient advocacy groups or communities in developing this proposal?


		What ongoing involvement will they have in the research?



	Are any collaborations essential for this proposal? 

	☐ Yes ☐ No




	If Yes, please describe the essential collaborations.





	10.0	NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR HEALTH AND CARE RESEARCH 	(NIHR) PORTFOLIO ADOPTION 


	Will you be using facilities, staff or patients within the National Health Service (NHS) in the UK?

	☐ Yes ☐ No


	Will your application be eligible for NIHR portfolio adoption?

	☐ Yes ☐ No





	[bookmark: _Hlk212460268]11.0	RESEARCH TEAM




	Co-Applicant 1

	Full Name

	

	Position

	

	Institution

	

	Department

	

	Role in Project

	

	Email address

	


[bookmark: _Hlk212460369]
	Co-Applicant 2

	Full Name

	

	Position

	

	Institution

	

	Department

	

	Role in Project

	

	Email address

	



		Co-Applicant 3

	[bookmark: _Hlk212461345]Full Name

	

	Position

	

	Institution

	

	Department

	

	Role in Project

	

	Email address

	







		12.0	FINANCE 

	[bookmark: _Hlk212461465]FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

	
	Year 1 (£)
	Year 2 (£)
	TOTAL (£)

	Salaries
	
	
	

	Materials and consumables
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	



	FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN-SALARIES - BUDGET ITEM 1

	Position
	

	Full or Part-time
	

	
	Year 1 (£)
	Year 2 (£)
	TOTAL (£)

	Basic salary
	
	
	

	Stipend
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	

	London Weighting
	
	
	

	National Insurance 
	
	
	

	Pension
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	



	FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN-SALARIES – BUDGET ITEM 2

	Position
	

	Full or Part-time
	

	
	Year 1 (£)
	Year 2 (£)
	TOTAL (£)

	Basic salary
	
	
	

	Stipend
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	

	London Weighting
	
	
	

	National Insurance 
	
	
	

	Pension
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	



	FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN - PATIENT AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT – BUDGET ITEM 3
We recommend paying patients and the public in line with NIHR guidelines: https://www.nihr.ac.uk/payment-guidance-researchers-and-professionals


	Item Name
	

	
	Year 1 (£)
	Year 2 (£)
	TOTAL (£)

	Payment to patient and public involvement representatives
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	



	FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN - MATERIALS & CONSUMABLES – BUDGET ITEM 4

	Item Name
	

	
	Year 1 (£)
	Year 2 (£)
	TOTAL (£)

	Costs
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	



	FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN - MATERIALS & CONSUMABLES – BUDGET ITEM 5

	Item Name
	

	
	Year 1 (£)
	Year 2 (£)
	TOTAL (£)

	Costs
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	



	FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN - MATERIALS & CONSUMABLES – BUDGET ITEM 6

	Item Name
	

	
	Year 1 (£)
	Year 2 (£)
	TOTAL (£)

	Costs
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	



	FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN - MATERIALS & CONSUMABLES – BUDGET ITEM 7

	Item Name
	

	
	Year 1 (£)
	Year 2 (£)
	TOTAL (£)

	Costs
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	



	FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN - OTHER – BUDGET ITEM 8

	Item Name
	

	
	Year 1 (£)
	Year 2 (£)
	TOTAL (£)

	Costs
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	



	FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN - OTHER – BUDGET ITEM 9

	Item Name
	

	
	Year 1 (£)
	Year 2 (£)
	TOTAL (£)

	Costs
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	



	FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN - OTHER – BUDGET ITEM 10

	Item Name
	

	
	Year 1 (£)
	Year 2 (£)
	TOTAL (£)

	Costs
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	



	FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN - OTHER – BUDGET ITEM 11

	Item Name
	

	
	Year 1 (£)
	Year 2 (£)
	TOTAL (£)

	Costs
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	



	[bookmark: _Hlk212462493]Please explain the justification for resources and equipment requested in terms of scientific need.

	




[bookmark: _Hlk212462824]


	13.0	CONFLICTS OF INTEREST


	
Do any of the applicants or supervisors/sponsors have consultancies or conflicts of interest such as financial or family involvement in companies or other organisations that might have an interest in the results of the proposed research?
	☐ Yes ☐ No


	If yes, please provide details below:





	14.0	COMMERCIAL INVOLVEMENT AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY


	Is the proposed research, in whole or in part, subject to any agreements with commercial, academic or other organisations? 


	☐ Yes ☐ No



	If yes, please provide details below:




	Is the proposed research likely to lead to commercially exploitable results?

	☐ Yes ☐ No


	If yes, please provide details below:




	Will the proposed research use technology, materials or other inventions that are or could be subject to any patents or other form of intellectual property protection?

	☐ Yes ☐ No


	If yes, please provide details below:





	[bookmark: _Hlk212477886]15.0	USE OF ANIMALS

Bowel Research UK’s external peer reviewers are made aware of the charity’s policy on the implementation of the 3Rs in applications involving animal research. The following wording is included in the paperwork sent to external peer reviewers:

“As a charity, we support the principle of the N3CRs (https://nc3rs.org.uk). If this application involves the use of animals, have the 3Rs been addressed? 

Please consider whether:

· The research questions can be addressed without the use of animals
· The experimental design and number of animals is appropriate.
· The expected severity is accurate and justified.
· The study will lead to replacement, refinement and reduction in the use of animals in the future.
· Could the husbandry and procedures used be refined to reduce animal pain, suffering or distress?”

In addition, the people who are members Bowel Research UK’s Grant Committee who are also responsible for providing expert review of applications, are informed of the 3Rs. 

The information sent to them ahead of every funding deadline contains links to the AMRC’s 
website pages on the 3Rs and to the NC3Rs guidance on responsible use of animals in 
bioscience research. 

They are asked to consider the same questions as external peer reviewers for any application involving animal research and applications that do not address the 3Rs will be rejected.


	Does this research proposal involve the use of animals?

	☐ Yes ☐ No

If No, go to question 18.


	MANDATORY QUESTIONS IF YOU ANSWERED YES ABOVE

	· Please note the questions below are mandatory for all applications seeking funding and which involve the use of animals.
· Applications may be referred to the NC3Rs (https://nc3rs.org.uk) for review. 
· Where animal work is sub-contracted, these questions must be completed by the organisation conducting the animal studies.


	A. Does your project involve the use of animals, including any species of animal who will be impacted by:

	Procedures under the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act, 1986 (ASPA) 
	☐ Yes ☐ No


	Procedures under the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1966 (VSA) 
	☐ Yes ☐ No


	The use of animal tissue
	☐ Yes ☐ No


	Any other use, involvement or impact
	☐ Yes ☐ No

If yes, describe what other use, involvement or impact


	B. (If yes to any in A) Have the following necessary approvals been given by: 


	Approval from the Home Office (in relation to personal, project and establishment licences)? 
	☐ Yes ☐ No
☐ Not required


	Approval from the Animal Welfare and Ethical Review Body? 
	☐ Yes ☐ No
☐ Not required


	C. (If yes to any in A) Does your project involve the use of animals or animal tissue outside the UK? 
	
	☐ Yes ☐ No


	If yes to question C, please provide evidence of how the research will be conducted in accordance with welfare standards consistent with the principles of UK legislation (no more than 250 words).




	If yes to question C, will the expectations set out in ‘Responsibility in the Use of Animals in Bioscience Research’ (https://nc3rs.org.uk/3rs-resources/responsibility-use-animals-bioscience-research) be applied and maintained? 

	☐ Yes ☐ No




	Why is the use of animals both necessary and justified? Are there any other possible approaches? and what consideration has been given to these? (no more than 250 words)




	Describe approaches you will take in your proposed work to replace or reduce the use of animals (no more than 250 words)




	What species of animal will your proposal involve? List all, including those not protected under UK law.



	Why is the species/model to be used the most appropriate? (no more than 250 words)



	Will genetically modified animals be used?
	☐ Yes ☐ No


	If yes, provide details below (no more than 250 words):




	If your project involves the use of animals, what would be the maximum severity of the procedures?

	☐ Mild ☐ Moderate ☐ Severe ☐ Non-recovery


	Please provide details of the mild, moderate, severe, or non-recovery procedures (no more than 250 words).




	Describe the experimental procedures involved, highlight any adverse effects the animals may experience and how these have been refined to minimise the risk of disturbance, pain, distress, or lasting harm to the animals.





Where your proposal includes experiments on living animals, we recommend that you refer to the Experimental Design Assistant (EDA) https://eda.nc3rs.org.uk). A copy of the EDA report may be 
used to present answers to the below questions in a standardised format. Note that an EDA report may only contain one experiment, you should select the experiment which uses the largest number 
of animals, or a typical experiment from your proposal as a representative example.




	How have you refined the housing and care of the animals to maximise welfare and minimise the pain, suffering and distress they experience? (no more than 250 words).




	Describe the number of animals to be used per experiment and how the sample size was calculated showing power calculations and including justification for the effect on the size chosen. Include what outcome measure was used to determine this sample size. Consider any risks associated with not achieving the sample size required. If power calculations are not appropriate, justify why and provide a principled explanation of the choice of sample size (no more than 250 words).




	Describe the sex distribution of animals to be used per experiment. If the proposed study is not using both sexes, provide a justification (no more than 250 words).





	Describe experimental design measures to reduce subjective bias including masking (blinding), randomisation and inclusion and exclusion criteria (no more than 250 words).






	16.0	FURTHER INFORMATION

		Please provide any additional relevant information not covered elsewhere in this application.





	DECLARATION

		I confirm that all information provided is accurate to the best of my knowledge and that all necessary ethical, institutional and regulatory approvals will be obtained before the start of the project.

Name: __________________________

Signature: _________________________
Date: ___________________



Please return completed application forms, Ethics application submission and Diversity, Equity and Inclusion reporting forms to research@bowelresearchuk.org. 
Applications will be accepted until 17:00 on Friday 9th January 2026.
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